
JAMES A. LEACH
1 ST DISTRICT, IOWA

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

February 18, 1993

Ms. Donna Searcy
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Ms. Searcy:
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I am taking the liberty of forwarding the enclosed letters for
comment concerning the proposed revisions to the Private Land Mobile
Radio Services (PR Docket No. 92-235).

Thank you for your attention.
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~e:~~~t~~oposed rUle change by
the FCC, which has issued a Notice of Proposed Rule
Making(NPRM-PR Docket 92-235). This change would add a
number of frequencies to the 72-76 MHz band currently
assigned for use in controlling flying model aircraft. These
new frequencies would be interspersed among our present
frequencies, and the tolerances would be such that they
could be directly on our frequencies. To make matters worse,
these new frequencies would be assigned for mobile use,
thereby making interference completely haphazard,

I have been involved in the hobby of radio controlled
model aircraft since 1971, and the changes our national
ass 'n, the Academy of Model Aeronautics, has effected over
the years have greatly increased the pleasure, quality and
safety of the sport. I have a considerable amount of money
invested in this hobby, and I would be very disappointed if
all of my equipment were to become unusable. Our local club,
which has 65 members, fly at a newly developed model
airfield in Scott County Park, located just outside
Davenport, IA. On weekends we draw many spectators and
flyers to our field. With models weighing up to 20 pounds,
and travelling at speed up to 120 MPH, it would become very
dangerous if they were to go out of control due to
interference from a mobile transmitter driving by the Park.

It is"my understanding that the FCC hearings on this
matter will begin in early March, therefore timely action is
required. The members of our club as well as modellers
across the nation would appreciate any assistance your
office can render in protecting the frequencies we currently
use.

We modellers are not as big a business as the
manUfacturers and system operators of mobile equipment such
as cellular phones, pagers, etc, but we feel we should be
allowed to keep what we already have without the hobby being
changed or made unsafe.

Very trUly yours,
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Dear (J~--UAAAI'U-"7_' tL __~~~
I am~;tl~i~;~;i~'~a proposed rule change by

the FCC, which has issued a Notice of Proposed Rule
Making(NPRM-PR Docket 92-235). This change would add a
number of frequencies to the 72-76 MHz band currently
assigned for use in controlling flying model aircraft. These
new frequencies would be interspersed among our present
frequencies, ~nd the tolerances would be such that they
could be directly on our frequencies. To make matters worse,
these new frequencies would be assigned for mobile use,
thereby making interference completely haphazard,

I have been involved in the hobby of radio controlled
model aircraft since 198" and the changes our national
ass 'n, the Academy of Model Aeronautics, has effected over
the years have greatly increased the pleasure, quality and
safety of the sport. I have a considerable amount of money
invested in this hobby, and I would be very disappointed if
all of my equipment were to become unusable. Our local club,
which has 65 members, fly at a newly developed model
airfield in Scott County Park, located just outside
Davenport, IA. On weekends we draw many spectators and
flyers to our field. With models weighing up to 20 pounds,
and travelling at speed up to 120 MPH, it would become very
dangerous if they were to go out of control due to
interference from a mobile transmitter driving by the Park.

It is-my understanding that the FCC hearings on this
matter will begin in early March, therefore timely action is
required. The members of our club as well as modellers
across the nation would appreciate any assistance your
office can render in protecting the frequencies we currently
use.

We modellers are not as big a business as the
manufacturers and system operators of mobile equipment .such
as cellular phones, pagers, etc, but we feel we should be
allowed to keep what we already have without the hobby being
changed or made unsafe.
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February 8,1993
The Honorable
u.s. House of Reps.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative r ~~
I am very active in the Davenport Radio Control Society whose members enjoy
constructing and operating radio controlled model airplanes in the Iowa/
Illinois(Quad City) metro area and I am very concerned about proposed rules
that are currently under consideration by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either
use interfering witp the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many
land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies
and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the
50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model
planes, only 19 will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths
to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful coordination
and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of useable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet
and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive
to build, but more to the point, they are capable of causing property
damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the
operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized
events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the
use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our
radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commeroial aviation industry. Please help me continue the safe
enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the F~Ct carry out its proposals
for the 72-76MHz band. ~ /#

Sincerely, -r~

(3 YCJ ~ 1/9'd Ot---t
.(}~~. C;J?o,/
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Dear C"r-d~' t'J~J /',j);...., ...te 10 C/ J....
I am writing in regards to a proposed rule change by

the FCC, which has issued a Notice of Proposed RUle
Making(NPRM-PR Docket 92-235). This change would add a
number of frequencies to the 72-76 MHz band currently
assigned for use in controlling flying model aircraft. These
new frequencies would be interspersed among our present
frequencies, and the tolerances would be such that they
could be directly on our frequencies. To make matters worse,
these new frequencies would be assigned for mobile use,
thereby making interference completely haphazard,

I have been involved in the hobby of radio controlled
model aircraft since 19~, and the changes our national
ass 'n, the Academy of Model Aeronautics, has effected over
the years have greatly increased the pleasure, q~ality and
safety of the sport. I have a considerable amount of money
invested in this hobby, and I would be very disappointed if
all of my equipment were to become unusable. Our local club,
which has 65 members, fly at a newly developed model
airfield in Scott County Park, located just outside
Davenport, IA. On weekends we draw many spectators and
flyers to our field. With models weighing up to 20 pounds,
and travelling at speed up to 120 MPH, it would become very
dangerous if they were to go out of control due to
interference from a mobile transmitter driving by the Park.

It is'my understanding that the FCC hearings on this
matter will begin in early March, therefore timely action is
required. The members of our club as well as modellers
across the nation would appreciate any assistance your
office can render in protecting the frequencies we currently
use.

We modellers are not as big a business as the
manufacturers and system operators of mobile equipment such
as cellular phones, pagers, etc, but we feel we should be
allowed to keep what we already have without the hobby being
changed or made unsafe.
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Deart "t:''flffS /'f""" e--jll ,,~f. MIIJ.!
I am writing in regards to a proposed rule change by

the FCC, which has issued a Notice of Proposed RUle
Making(NPRM-PR Docket 92-235). This change would add a
number of frequencies to the 72-76 MHz band currently
assigned for use in controlling flying model aircraft. These
new frequencies would be interspersed among our present
frequencies, and the tolerances would be such that they
could be directlY on our frequencies. To make matters worse,
these new frequencies would be assigned for mobile use,
thereby making interference completely haphazard,

I have been involved in the hobby of radio controlled
model aircraft since 197(, and the changes our national
ass In, the Academy of Model Aeronautics, has effected over
the years have greatly increased the pleasure, quality and
safety of the sport. I have a considerable amount of money
invested in this hobby, and I would be very disappointed if
all of my equipment were to become unusable. Our local club,
which has 65 members, fly at a newly developed model
airfield in Scott County Park, located just outside
Davenport, IA. On weekends we draw many spectators and
flyers to our field. With models weighing up to 20 pounds,
and travelling at speed up to 120 MPH, it would become very
dangerous if they were to go out of control due to
interference from a mobile transmitter driving by the Park.

It is-my understanding that the FCC hearings on this
matter will begin in early March, therefore timely action is
required. The members of our club as well as modellers
across the nation would appreciate any assistance your
office can render in protecting the frequencies we currently
use.

We modellers are not as big a business as the
manufacturers and system operators of mobile equipment such
as cellular phones, pagers, etc, but we feel we should be
allowed to keep what we already have without the hobby being
changed 'or made unsafe.
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February 8, 1993

The Honorable Jim Leach
209 W. 4th St.
Davenport, IA 52801

Dear Mr. Leach:

As a member of the Davenport (lOWA) Radio Control Control Society, I wish to bring to your
attention a proposed rule change that is currently under consideration by the Federal
Communication Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92·135.

Our group is made up of 70 radio control enthusiasts. The radios are primarily being used to
control model aircraft. Our purpose is to support and promote our sportlhobby in a safe and
enjoyable manner. If the new ruling is adopted, it will greatly reduce the usable frequencies
currently assigned for model use. This will increase the risk of accidents and attendant liabilities
relative to model aircraft operation.

Our assigned model frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operation. However, our radio control frequencies are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to co-exist without interfering with
eachother.

The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower band
widths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the model operating frequencies and will cause interference to radio control operations. Should
the new rules be affected, I am told that 44 of 60 radio control model frequencies will be affected
by this interference.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of
the operatorS and by-standers and to protect property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies
is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many of my models have wing spans of 10 feet or greater and weigh as
much as 30 -pounds. The models are expensive, but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly at organized events where many operators participate. We need
the use of our full compliment of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment

I persICIJlally own 4 radio sets that would be made unusable by such a rule change. These radios
represent a personal loss of $1,300. In order for replacement equipment to work in the radio
envn.ment that would be created by this rule change, an upgraded radio technology would have
to becteated. The cost of new equipment is estimated to be 3 to 5 times greater than the cost of the
preseat equipment. My personal cost of replacement would be $3,900. Add to that the direct loss
of the original equipment, $1,300, for a total of $5,200.

An alternative to this kind of loss would be for the parties lobbying for the rule change to supply,
at no charge, replacement equipment that would be compatible to the radio environment created by
such a rule change.



I do not think it is wise for the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile
radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users, but we have considerable investment in our models and the contained radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours of safe enjoyment to people like myself. It
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Mr. Leach, this is not a small issue to the thousands of people in Iowa and others from over the
United States who use radio for control of models.

Please help us continue the safe operation of our model aircraft by not allowing the FCC to carry
out its proposal for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely. r<~ (1 {UMute
Keith A. Hanne, Davenport Radio Control Society Member
2044 Kings Drive
Bettendorf, IA 52722
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Dear CtWGI?G"5'5dJI'1N ~~S i-£/tC#
I am writing in regards to a proposed rule change by

the FCC, which has issued a Notice of Proposed Rule
Making{NPRM-PR Docket 92-235). This change would add a
number of frequencies to the 72-76 MHz band currently
assigned for use in controlling flying model aircraft. These
new frequencies would be interspersed among our present
frequencies, and the tolerances would be such that they
could be directly on our frequencies. To make matters worse,
these new frequencies would be assigned for mobile use,
thereby making interference completely haphazard,

I have been involved in the hobby of radio controlled
model aircraft since 19~Z" and the changes our national
ass In, the Academy of Model Aeronautics, has effected over
the years have greatly increased the pleasure, quality and
safety of the sport. I have a considerable amount of money
invested in this hobby, and I would be very disappointed if
all of my equipment were to become unusable. Our local club,
which has 65 members, fly at a newly developed model
airfield in Scott County Park, located just outside
Davenport, lA. On weekends we draw many spectators and
flyers to our field. With models weighing up to 20 pounds,
and travelling at speed up to 120 MPH, it would become very
dangerous if they were to go out of control due to
interference from a mobile transmitter driving by the Park.

It is'my understanding that the FCC hearings on this
matter will begin in early March, therefore timely action is
required. The members of our club as well as modellers
across the nation would appreciate any assistance your
office can render in protecting the frequencies we currently
use.

We modellers are not as big a business as the
manufacturers and system operators of mobile equipment such
as cellular phones, pagers, etc, but we feel we should be
allowed to keep what we already have without the hobby being
chansred or made unsafe.



Dear(1~~ ~~
I am writing in r~ards to a proposed rule change by

the FCC, which has issued a Notice of Proposed Rule
Making(NPRM-PR Docket 92-235). This change would add a
number of frequencies to the 72-76 MHz band currently
assigned for use in controlling flying model aircraft. These
new frequencies would be interspersed among our present
frequencies, and the tolerances would be such that they
could be directly on our frequencies. To make matters worse,
these new frequencies would be assigned for mobile use,
thereby making interference completely haphazard,

I have been involved in the hobby of radio controlled
model aircraft since 19to, and the changes our national
ass In, the Academy of Model Aeronautics, has effected over
the years have greatly increased the pleasure, quality and
safety of the sport. I have a considerable amount of money
invested in this hobby, and I would be very disappointed if
all of my equipment were to become unusable. Our local club,
which has 65 members, fly at a newly developed model
airfield in Scott County Park, located just outside
Davenport, IA. On weekends we draw many spectators and
flyers to our field. With models weighing up to 20 pounds,
and travelling at speed up to 120 MPH, it would become very
dangerous if they were to go out of control due to
interference from a mobile transmitter driving by the Park.

It is'my understanding that the FCC hearings on this
matter will begin in early March, therefore timely action is
required. The members of our club as well as modellers
across the nation would appreciate any assistance your
office can render in protecting the frequencies we currently
use.

We modellers are not as big a business as the
manufacturers and system operators of mobile equipment .such
as cellular phones, pagers, etc, but we feel we should be
allowed to keep what we already have without the hobby being
changed or made unsafe.

Very truly yours,

R~~p-.-J J...~r~Jor-t-
Jj3/3 (,.1.)1) TI,. s'L

t)~-c: '" po r -r h.- ~ .s-d-~P~
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I am writing in regards to a proposed rule change by

the FCC, which has issued a Notice of Proposed Rule
Making(NPRM-PR Docket 92-235). This change would add a
number of frequencies to the 72-76 MHz band currently
assigned for use in controlling flying model aircraft. These
new frequencies would be interspersed among our present
frequencies, and the tolerances would be such that they
could be directly on our frequencies. To make matters worse,
these new frequencies would be assigned for mobile use,
thereby making interference completely haphazard,

I have been involved in the hobby of radio controlled
model aircraft since 197/, and the changes our national
ass In, the Academy of Model Aeronautics, has effected over
the years have greatly increased the pleasure, quality and
safety of the sport. I have a considerable amount of money
invested in this hobby, and I would be very disappointed if
all of my equipment were to become unusable. Our local club,
which has 65 members, fly at a newly developed model
airfield in Scott County Park, located just outside
Davenport, lA. On weekends we draw many spectators and
flyers to our field. With models weighing up to 20 pounds,
and travelling at speed up to 120 MPH, it would become very
dangerous if they were to go out of control due to
interference from a mobile transmitter driving by the Park.

It is'my understanding that the FCC hearings on this
matter will begin in early March, therefore timely action is
required. The members of our club as well as modellers
across the nation would appreciate any assistance your
office can render in protecting the frequencies we currently
use.

We modellers are not as big a business as the
manufacturers and system operators of mobile equipmen~ such
as cellular phones, pagers, etc, but we feel we should be
allowed to keep what we already have without the hobby being
changed or made unsafe.

Very truly yours,

~B~~
C}/~ &.(/. ~ (;,~.J).

j)~;?d"T, ;J:-'1

5:i"g~
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Dear CO"'~\~~M<A'" 3crro~5 k-e...uL.-'h
I am writiag in regards to a proposed rule change by

the FCC, which has issued a Notice of Proposed Rule
Making(NPRM-PR Docket 92-235). This change would add a
number of frequencies to the 72-76 MHz band currently
assigned for use in controlling flying model aircraft. These
new frequencies would be interspersed among our present
frequencies, and the tolerances would be such that they
could be directly on our frequencies. To make matters worse,
these new frequencies would be assigned for mobile use,
thereby making interference completely haphazard,

I have been involved in the hobby of radio controlled
model aircraft since 19$(, and the changes our national
ass'n, the Academy of Model Aeronautics, has effected over
the years have greatly increased the pleasure, quality and
safety of the sport. I have a considerable amount of money
invested in this hobby, and I would be very disappointed if
all of my equipment were to become unusable. Our local club,
which has 65 members, fly at a newly developed model
airfield in Scott County Park, located just outside
Davenport, IA. On weekends we draw many spectators and
flyers to our field. With models weighing up to 20 pounds,
and travelling at speed up to 120 MPH, it would become very
dangerous if they were to go out of control due to
interference from a mobile transmitter driving by the Park.

It is·my understanding that the FCC hearings on this
matter will begin in early March, therefore timely action is
required. The members of our club as well as modellers
across the nation would appreciate any assistance your
office can render in protecting the frequencies we currently
use.

We modellers are not as big a business as the
manufacturers and system operators of mobile equipment such
as cellular phones, pagers, etc, but we feel we should be
allowed to keep what we already have without the hobby being
changed or made unsafe.

Very truly yours,


